
Prospective Grade 9 Honors English Students 

Summer Reading Selections 2018-19 

   
Reading is a great way for students to work towards college and career readiness during the summer and stay 

academically sharp for the next school year. The following books are a list of summer reading for rising 9th grade 

students who will be taking Honors English 9 in September. You will need to read ONE (1) book on this list over the 

summer AND complete the accompanying Summer Reading Log. You will also be required to complete an activity 

on your selected book upon return to school in August. 

 

Summer Reading Titles 
 
Warriors Don’t Cry — Melba Pattillo Beals      (Lexile: 1000)   

 

Beals, one of the nine black students who integrated Central High School in Little Rock, AR, in 1957, tells an incredible story of 

faith, family love, friendships, and strong personal commitment. Drawing from the diaries she kept, the author easily puts 

readers in her saddle oxfords as she struggles against those people in both the white and black communities who would have 

segregation continue.  

 

Warning: Contains some adult language and content. 

 

 
Death Be Not Proud – John Gunther      (Lexile: 1060)   

 

Johnny Gunther was only seventeen years old when he died of a brain tumor.  During the months of his illness, everyone near 

him was unforgettably impressed by his level-headed courage, his wit and quiet friendliness, and, above all, his unfaltering 

patience through times of despair.  This deeply moving book is a father's memoir of a brave, intelligent, and spirited boy. 

  

 
Life As We Knew It – Susan Beth Pfeffer     (Lexile: 770)   

 

I guess I always felt even if the world came to an end, McDonald’s still would be open. 

 
High school sophomore Miranda’s disbelief turns to fear in a split second when an asteroid knocks the moon closer to Earth, like 

"one marble hits another." The result is catastrophic. How can her family prepare for the future when worldwide tsunamis are 

wiping out the coasts, earthquakes are rocking the continents, and volcanic ash is blocking out the sun? As August turns dark 

and wintery in northeastern Pennsylvania, Miranda, her two brothers, and their mother retreat to the unexpected safe haven of 

their sunroom, where they subsist on stockpiled food and limited water in the warmth of a wood-burning stove. 
Told in a year’s worth of journal entries, this heart-pounding story chronicles Miranda’s struggle to hold on to the most 

important resource of all—hope—in an increasingly desperate and unfamiliar world.  

 

 
Orphan Train – Christina Baker Kline      (Lexile: 890)   

 

Orphan Train is a gripping story of friendship and second chances.  Penobscot Indian Molly Ayer is close to “aging out” out of 

the foster care system. A community service position helping an elderly woman clean out her home is the only thing keeping 

Molly out of juvie and worse... 

As she helps Vivian sort through her possessions and memories, Molly learns that she and Vivian aren’t as different as they 

seem to be. A young Irish immigrant orphaned in New York City, Vivian was put on a train to the Midwest with hundreds of 

other children whose destinies would be determined by luck and chance. 

Molly discovers that she has the power to help Vivian find answers to mysteries that have haunted her for her entire life – 

answers that will ultimately free them both. 

Warning: Contains some adult language and content. 


